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Improve Student
Student Performance
Performance in
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For
Forthe
thepast
pasttwo
twodecades,
decades,education
educationpolicymakers
policymakersnationwide
nationwideassumed
assumedtime
timeaway
away
from
fromcore
coresubjects
subjectslike
likemath
mathand
andreading
readingwould
wouldadversely
adverselyaffect
affecttest
testscores.
scores.As
Asaa
result,
result,the
thetime
timestudents
studentsspend
spendstudying
studyingand
andparticipating
participatingininthe
thearts
artshas
hasdiminished.
diminished.
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Arts Exposure
Exposure Aimed
Aimed
at
at Boosting
Boosting Dollarway
Dollarway Test
Test Scores
Scores
By
ByKim
KimDishongh
Dishongh

But
Butaarecent
recentarticle
articleininForbes
Forbesmagazine
magazinereports
reportsseveral
severalstudies
studiesthat
thatsuggest
suggestarts
arts
education
educationand
andexposure
exposuretotothe
thearts
artshelp
helpstudents
studentswith
withmathematical
mathematicalproblem
problemsolving
solving
and
andprocessing
processinglanguage.
language.One
Onestudy
studyofofstudents
studentsininHouston
Houstonwho
whowent
wenton
onmultiple
multiple
cultural
culturalfield
fieldtrips
tripsfound
foundan
anincrease
increaseininreading
readingand
andmath
mathscores.
scores.

Dollarway
DollarwayHigh
HighSchool
School
students
studentstook
tookaafield
fieldtrip
trip

Research
Researchby
byUniversity
UniversityofofArkansas
ArkansasProfessor
ProfessorJay
JayP.P.Greene
Greenewas
wascited
citedininthe
theForbes
Forbes
article
indicating
arts
field
trip
experiences
“increase
students’
tolerance,
empathy
article indicating arts field trip experiences “increase students’ tolerance, empathy
and
andability
abilitytotounderstand
understandlife
lifeininanother
anothertime
timeand
andplace,
place,asasmeasured
measuredby
bysurvey
survey
questions.
questions.The
Theeffects
effectsare
arestrongest
strongestfor
fordisadvantaged
disadvantagedstudents,
students,perhaps
perhapsbecause
becauseit’s
it’s
their
theirfirst
firstexposure
exposuretotoaamuseum
museumororlive
livetheater.”
theater.”
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Science
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Southeast
Arkansas
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Arkansasreport
reportprovides
providesdata
dataon
oncore
corecompetencies
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mathand
and
reading.
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Butwe
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wantedtotodelve
delveinto
intothe
theidea
ideathat
thatarts
artseducation
educationand
andcultural
cultural
experiences
experiencescan
canhelp
helpstudents
studentsbecome
becomebetter
betterall-round
all-roundlearners.
learners.InInthis
thisissue
issueofof
ENGAGE,
ENGAGE,we
weexplore
explorehow
howArkansas
Arkansaseducators
educatorsand
andarts
artsinstitutions
institutionswork
worktogether
togethertoto
help
helpimprove
improvestudent
studentperformance.
performance.
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Artists
Artistshave
havelong
longknown
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thatcreativity
creativityflows
flows
easier
easierwith
withthe
theinspiration
inspirationof
ofaamuse.
muse.For
Forstudents
students
ininDollarway
High
School,
art
is
the
muse
—
Dollarway High School, art is the muse —and
and
so
sofar
farit’s
it’sdrawing
drawingfavor
favorfrom
fromtheir
theirteachers.
teachers.
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Dollarway
Dollarwaystudents
studentswere
wereatatthe
theArts
Artsand
andScience
ScienceCenter
Centerfor
for
Southeast
SoutheastArkansas
ArkansasininPine
PineBluff
Bluffrecently
recentlytotosee
seethe
thework
workofof
Forrest
ForrestCity
Cityartist
artistChrystal
ChrystalSeawood
Seawoodininpreparation
preparationfor
foraa
weeklong
weeklongdive
diveinto
intosome
somearts-integrated
arts-integratedlessons
lessonsgeared
geared
toward
towardboosting
boostingtheir
theirliteracy
literacyscores.
scores.
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Onthe
thecover:
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Artsand
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ScienceCenter
Center
for
forSoutheast
SoutheastArkansas
Arkansastotosee
seethe
thework
workofof
Forrest
ForrestCity
Cityartist
artistChrystal
ChrystalSeawood.
Seawood.

“It’s
“It’sreally
reallynew
newfor
forour
ourstudents.
students.It’s
It’snot
notsomething
somethingthey
theyhave
have
had
hadaalot
lotofofexposure
exposureto.
to.So
SoI Ithink
thinkthere’s
there’sstill
stillan
anamount
amountofof
…
…well,
well,they
theydon’t
don’tknow
knowwhat
whattotomake
makeofofit,”
it,”says
saysSarah
Sarah
Sutton,
Sutton,who
whoteaches
teachessophomore
sophomoreand
andjunior
juniorSpanish
Spanishand
and
English
EnglishatatDollarway.
Dollarway.“But
“ButI Ithink
thinkthat,
that,ininand
andofofitself,
itself,isis
good
goodbecause
becauseit’s
it’ssomething
somethingthey’re
they’rethinking
thinkingabout.”
about.”
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Earlier
Earlierthis
thisyear,
year,students
studentslooked
lookedatatphotos
photosfrom
fromthe
the
Eviction
EvictionQuilts
Quiltsseries
seriesdone
doneby
byLittle
LittleRock
Rockdocumentarian
documentarian
James
JamesMatthews,
Matthews,who
whocreated
createdquilts
quiltsout
outofofmaterials
materials
found
foundininhomes
homesand
andapartments
apartmentsfrom
fromwhich
whichpeople
peoplehad
had
been
beenevicted.
evicted.

“When
“Whenititcomes
comestotoPine
PineBluff,
Bluff,Jefferson
JeffersonCounty
Countyand
and
Southeast
SoutheastArkansas,
Arkansas,we
wehave
haveaavery
veryhigh
highpoverty
povertyrate,
rate,and
and
eviction
evictionisissomething
somethingthat
thatsome
someofofthese
thesekids
kidsare
arevery
very
familiar
familiarwith,”
with,”says
saysRachel
RachelMiller,
Miller,executive
executivedirector
directorofofthe
the
Arts
Artsand
andScience
ScienceCenter.
Center.“A
“Alot
lotofoftimes
timesthe
thetopics
topicsare
arevery
very
tough,
tough,but
butthat's
that'swhat
whatour
ourcommunity
communityisisdealing
dealingwith.
with.We
We
mainly
work
with
single-parent
households,
low
income
mainly work with single-parent households, low income
youths
youthsand
andfamilies.”
families.”
April
AprilGentry-Sutterfield,
Gentry-Sutterfield,aaconsultant
consultantworking
workingwith
withthe
theArts
Arts
and
andScience
ScienceCenter
Centerthrough
throughaaNational
NationalEndowment
Endowmentofof
the
theArts
Artsgrant,
grant,does
doesquarterly
quarterlyprofessional
professionaldevelopment
development
workshops
workshopswith
withDollarway
DollarwayHigh
Highteachers
teachersshowing
showingthem
them
how
howtotoincorporate
incorporatetheater
theatertechniques
techniquestotoengage
engagestudents.
students.
As
Aspart
partofofaateam-teaching
team-teachingexercise,
exercise,Gentry-Sutterfield
Gentry-Sutterfield
discussed
discussedwith
withstudents
studentsthe
theidea
ideathat
thatthe
thequilts
quiltstold
told
stories
—
fabric
from
scrubs
might
mean
that
stories — fabric from scrubs might mean thatsomeone
someone
ininthat
thathousehold
householdwas
wasaanurse,
nurse,material
materialfrom
fromwork
workpants
pants
might
mightindicate
indicatethat
thatsomeone
someoneworked
workedhard
hard—
—and
andtalked
talked
through
throughthe
theetymology
etymologyofofthe
theword
word“ghetto.”
“ghetto.”
She
Shehad
hadsmall
smallgroups
groupsofofstudents
studentswork
worktogether
togethertoto
demonstrate
demonstratethe
themeaning
meaningofofthat
thatword,
word,and
andsaw
sawstudents
students
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come
comeup
upwith
withimages
imagesofofgirls
girlspatting
pattingtheir
theirhair
hairand
andpeople
people
hanging
hangingout
outofofcars.
cars.Eventually
Eventuallyshe
shemoved
movedthem
themon
ontotothe
the
word
word“gentrification”
“gentrification”asasititpertains
pertainstotopeople
peopleinvesting
investing
money
moneyand
andtime
timeinto
intoPine
PineBluff
Blufftotobuild
builditsitseconomy.
economy.
“That
“Thatfinal
finalday,
day,we
welooked
lookedatatone
oneofofthe
theeviction
evictionquilts,
quilts,and
and
we
wetalked
talkedabout
abouthow
howthis
thisfamily
familylived
livedininthis
thisarea
areathat
thathad
had
traditionally
traditionallybeen
beencalled
calledaaghetto
ghettoand
andisisgoing
goingthrough
throughthis
this
process
processofofgentrification,”
gentrification,”she
shesays.
says.
Informational
Informationalwriting
writingisisan
anarea
areastudents
studentsatatthat
thatschool
schoolneed
need
totowork
workon,
on,sososhe
shehad
hadthem
themwrite
writeabout
aboutwhat
whatthe
theartist
artistwas
was
trying
tryingtotosay
saywith
withthe
thequilt
quilt—
—and
andshe
shewas
wasimpressed
impressedby
by
their
theirresults.
results.
“They
“Theywere
wereciting
citingparts
partsofofthe
thequilt
quiltand
andsaying
saying‘this
‘thismakes
makes
me
methink
thinkthat
thatthis
thiswas
wasgoing
goingon’
on’and
and‘this
‘thissays
saysthis,’
this,’soso
that’s
that’skind
kindofofaalot,”
lot,”she
shesays.
says.“I“Iwas
wasreally
reallypleased.”
pleased.”
Nicholis
NicholisRoberts,
Roberts,17,
17,says
saysthough
thoughthe
thetopic
topicofofeviction
evictionisn’t
isn’t
aanice
niceone,
one,he
hedid
didsee
seethe
thebenefit
benefitofofthe
theexercises.
exercises.
“The
“Theexercises
exercisesdefinitely
definitelyincreased
increasedsome
someofofthe
theskills
skillswe
we
used,”
used,”he
hesays.
says.“Seeing
“Seeingwhat
whatyou
youare
arewriting
writingabout,
about,the
the
thing
thingthat
thatisisdriving
drivingyou
youtotowrite
writewould
wouldpush
pushsomeone
someonetotobe
be
able
abletotowrite
writeabout
aboutititmuch
muchbetter
betterthan
thanthey
theywould
wouldififthey
they
were
weretotojust
justbe
betold
toldthat
thatititexisted.”
existed.”
Laila
LailaBaker,
Baker,16,
16,liked
likedseeing
seeingthe
theartwork,
artwork,hearing
hearingabout
aboutitsits
history
historyand
andrelevance
relevanceand
andsharing
sharinghow
howititmade
madeher
herfeel.
feel.

During
Duringaafield
fieldtrip
triptotothe
the
Arts
Artsand
andScience
Science
Center
Centerfor
forSoutheast
Southeast
Arkansas,
Arkansas,Dollarway
Dollarway
High
Highstudents
studentswere
were
encouraged
encouragedtotostand
standbyby
aapiece
pieceofofart
artthat
that
appealed
appealedtotothem
themand
and
come
comeup
upwith
withone
oneword
word
totoexpress
expresswhat
whatabout
about
the
theart
artdrew
drewtheir
their
attention.
attention.

“It
“Ithelps
helpsyou
youget
getaadeeper
deeperunderstanding
understandingand
andthat
thathelps
helps
you
youwrite
writeabout
aboutititeasier,”
easier,”says
saysBaker,
Baker,who
whowants
wantstotobe
be
an
anentrepreneur
entrepreneurininaabusiness
businessinvolving
involvingart,
art,technology,
technology,
writing
writingand
andmusic
musicafter
aftergraduation.
graduation.“It
“Ithelps
helpsyou
you
understand
understandthe
thestories
storiesbehind
behindthem
thembetter
betterthan
thanjust
justhaving
having
totoread
readfrom
fromthe
thevisuals.
visuals.It’s
It’smore
morewriting
writingthan
thanlooking
lookingatat
art,
art,unlike
unlikeusually
usuallythere’s
there’smore
moreart
artthan
thanwriting.”
writing.”
Sutton
Suttonsays,
says,“I“Ithink
thinkthey
theyreally
reallyliked
likedbeing
beingable
abletotoexpress
express
themselves,
themselves,sosoit’s
it’sstill
stillaanew
newthing
thingwith
withthem
thembut
butwe’re
we’re
getting
gettingsome
someinterest.
interest.It’s
It’saalittle
littleuncomfortable
uncomfortablestill,
still,soso
there’s
there’sstill
stillaalittle
littlebit
bitofofresistance.
resistance.They’re
They’renot
notused
usedtoto
doing
doingthis
thiskind
kindofofthinking.
thinking.But
Butwe’re
we’regetting
gettingthere.”
there.”
Many
Manyofofthe
theDollarway
Dollarwaystudents
studentshadn’t
hadn’tvisited
visitedthe
theArts
Artsand
and
Science
ScienceCenter
CenterofofSoutheast
SoutheastArkansas
Arkansasbefore
beforeaafield
fieldtrip
trip
there
therelast
lastyear.
year.Laila,
Laila,back
backfor
forher
hersecond
secondtrip
tripthis
thisfall,
fall,was
was
elated
elatedtotofind
findthat
thatthe
theexhibits
exhibitshad
hadchanged.
changed.Now
Nowthat
thatshe
she
knows
knowsthere
thereare
arealways
alwaysnew
newthings
thingstotosee,
see,she
shehopes
hopestoto
return
returnmore
moreoften.
often.
“I“Ilove
loveart.
art.Any
Anytype
typeofofart
artisisinteresting
interestingtotome,”
me,”says
saysBaker.
Baker.
“Sometimes
“Sometimesyou
yousee
seeit,it,but
butyou
youdon’t
don’tsee
seethe
thepurpose
purposeofofit.it.
When
Whenyou
youhear
hearthe
thebackstory
backstoryofofit,it,that
thatjust
justmakes
makesthe
the
artwork
artworkeven
evenbetter.”
better.”
That’s
That’swhat
whatMiller
Millerlikes
likestotohear.
hear.
“I’m
“I’mreally
reallyfocusing
focusingon
onnot
notonly
onlygoing
goingbeyond
beyondour
our
museum’s
museum’swalls,
walls,and
andnot
notonly
onlyjust
justbeing
beingan
aninstitution
institution
where
wherewe
wehave
haveaapermanent
permanentart
artcollection,
collection,but
butalso
alsobeing
being

an
aninstitution
institutionthat
thatcollaborates
collaborateswith
withour
ourschools
schoolsand
andcomes
comesup
up
with
withinnovative
innovativeways
waystotoengage
engageour
ourstudents
studentsand
andalso
alsofind
findways
ways
totoimprove
improveliteracy
literacyand
andnumeracy
numeracyscores,”
scores,”says
saysMiller.
Miller.
The
Themuseum
museumoffers
offersaaSecond
SecondSaturday
SaturdayFamily
FamilyFun
FunDay
Dayeach
each
month,
month,inviting
invitingfamilies
familiestotocome
comeand
andmeet
meetworking
workingartists,
artists,hosts
hosts
an
anafterschool
afterschoolprogram
programthrough
throughthe
theBoys
Boysand
andGirls
GirlsClub
Cluband
and
community
communitycenters,
centers,and
andactivities
activitiesininconjunction
conjunctionwith
withthe
the
science
scienceclub
clubatatJack
JackRobey
RobeyJunior
JuniorHigh.
High.
That
Thatclub,
club,predominately
predominatelymade
madeup
upofofyoung
younggirls,
girls,learned
learned
coding
codingand
andthen
thenintegrated
integratedart
artand
andtechnology
technologytotocreate
createaa
kinetic
kineticbike
bikesculpture
sculpturewith
withLED
LEDcoded
codedlights.
lights.
There
Thereare
areweekly
weeklyactivities
activitiesatatthe
themuseum
museumfor
forpre-kindergarten
pre-kindergarten
aged
agedkids
kidsininthe
themuseum’s
museum’sCreative
CreativeConstruction
ConstructionZone,
Zone,
where
wherebig
bigblue
blueblocks
blocksare
areused
usedtototeach
teacharchitecture
architectureand
and
engineering
engineeringconcepts.
concepts.
The
TheArts
Artsand
andScience
ScienceCenter
Centerdoesn’t
doesn’thave
havedata
datayet
yettotoshow
show
whether
whethertheir
theirwork
workisismoving
movingthe
theneedle.
needle.But
ButininElElDorado,
Dorado,the
the
executive
executivedirector
directorofofthe
theSouth
SouthArkansas
ArkansasArts
ArtsCenter
Centerisisseeing
seeing
promising
promisingresults
resultswith
withan
anall-ages
all-agesafter-school
after-schoolprogram
programpaid
paidfor
for
ininpart
partby
byaaviolence
violenceintervention
interventiongrant
grantthrough
throughthe
theSHARE
SHARE
Foundation.
Foundation.The
Theprogram
programincludes
includesclasses
classesininmusic,
music,drama,
drama,
graphic
graphicdesign,
design,ballet
balletand
andmore.
more.Some
Somestudents
studentsattend
attendonly
onlyone
one
class
classeach
eachweek
weekwhile
whileothers
othersgo
gomultiple
multipletimes
timesweekly.
weekly.
“In
“Inthe
thespring
spring2018
2018semester,
semester,63%
63%maintained
maintainedororraised
raisedtheir
their
grades;
grades;this
thisrose
rosetoto69%
69%ininthe
thefall
fall2018
2018semester,
semester,and
and78%
78%inin
the
thespring
spring2019
2019semester,”
semester,”says
saysLaura
LauraAllen,
Allen,executive
executivedirector.
director.
“Citizenship
“Citizenshipgrades
gradeshave
havebalanced
balancedininthe
the92-94%
92-94%maintained
maintainedoror
improved
improvedrange
rangethroughout
throughoutthe
thethree
threesemesters,
semesters,and
andparent
parent
interaction
interactionhas
hassteadily
steadilygrown
growntotoaa2019
2019spring
springsemester
semesterhigh
high
ofofdocumented
documentedinteractions
interactionswith
with100%
100%ofofstudents’
students’parent
parent
ororguardian.”
guardian.”
InIncontrast
contrasttotothe
thePine
PineBluff
Bluffarea,
area,most
moststudents
studentshave
havebeen
been
exposed
exposedtotoarts
artsininElElDorado,
Dorado,either
eitherthrough
throughthe
theSouth
SouthArkansas
Arkansas
Arts
ArtsCenter,
Center,the
theMurphy
MurphyArts
ArtsDistrict
Districtororother
othercultural
culturalvenues.
venues.
“I“Ithink
thinkthat
thatititjust
justchanged
changedthe
theway
waythat
thatthe
thecommunity
communityviews
views
art
artand
andthat
thatthey
theysee
seeititasasyou
youknow,
know,not
notsomething
somethingthat
thatisis
special
specialororseparate,
separate,but
butsomething
somethingthat
thatisisininevery
everypart
partofoftheir
their
lives,”
lives,”says
saysAllen.
Allen.“It’s
“It’ssomething
somethingthat
thathas
hasvalue
valueeconomically
economically
and
andscientifically
scientificallyand
andininall
allthese
theseother
otherways
waysrather
ratherthan
thanjust
just
aesthetically.”
aesthetically.”
Anecdotally,
Anecdotally,she
shesees
seesElElDorado
Doradostudents
studentsopting
optingnot
nottotomiss
miss
school
schoolbecause
becausethat
thatwould
wouldmean
meanmissing
missingtheir
theirafter-school
after-schoolart
art
classes,
classes,and
andshe
shesees
seesthem
thembeing
beingmore
moreengaged
engagedinintheir
theirclasses
classes
because
becauseofoftheir
theirconnection
connectiontotothe
theart
artthey
theysee,
see,create
createand
and
discuss
discussafter
afterschool.
school.
Miller
Millerhopes
hopestotosee
seesimilar
similarresults
resultsininPine
PineBluff.
Bluff.
“If
“Ifwe’re
we’reable
abletotoengage
engagethe
thestudents
studentsininaaway
waythat
thatisis
interactive,
interactive,that
thatengages
engagesaadifferent
differentpart
partofofthe
thebrain,
brain,that
thatshakes
shakes
things
thingsup,
up,then
thenwe’re
we’remore
morelikely
likelytotobe
beable
abletotosee
seeaaresult
result
because
becauseit’s
it’ssomething
somethingcompletely
completelynew
newand
andititchanges
changesthe
the
environment,”
environment,”she
shesays.
says.
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Students
Studentsfrom
fromDollarway
DollarwayHigh
HighSchool
Schooltraveled
traveledtotothe
theArts
Arts
and
andScience
ScienceCenter
Centerfor
forSoutheast
SoutheastArkansas
ArkansasininPine
PineBluff
Bluff
recently
recentlyasaspart
partofofananeffort
effortbybytheir
theirschool
schooland
andthe
theArts
Arts
Center
Centertotoboost
boosttheir
theirliteracy
literacyskills.
skills.They
Theyanalyzed
analyzedartwork
artwork
and
andchose
choseone
oneword
wordtotodescribe
describeaapiece
pieceon
ondisplay
displaythat
that
caught
caughttheir
theirattention.
attention.Then
Thenthey
theycreated
createdananartistic
artistic
interpretation
interpretationofoftheir
theirown
ownusing
usingthe
theword
wordthey
theychose.
chose.
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Statewide Arts Organizations Collaborate
with Teachers to Integrate Arts Education

art should be integrated into all kinds of classrooms. When
students really connect with the material creatively and
have a visceral learning experience, that’s when the lesson
is lasting.”
Kimmell points to a recent Rep residency at Landmark
Elementary in southern Pulaski County which focused on
language and literacy as an example of how The Rep takes
its program into communities throughout Arkansas.
“English was a second language for many students in that
school, so our teaching artists decided to use poetry as the
foundational text,” explains Kimmell. “Through voice, body
and theater exercises, students were able to learn new
vocabulary, analyze rhyme and meter and engage with
language in a new and exciting way.”
The Rep will continue expanding its educational outreach
this year through the support of the Windgate Foundation
by offering residencies in partnership with various
community programs that are designed to provide at-risk
teens with the opportunity to write and perform their own
theatrical work to be shared in their own community spaces
as well as in a special performance at The Rep.
Additionally, as part of The Rep’s upcoming Main Stage
production of the classic musical “Bye Bye Birdie,” Kimmell
says the theater plans to reserve spots in the youth
ensemble for at least one student from every high school in
Pulaski County with the intent of recruiting and training
students to participate in the production. Rep education
staff members will provide complimentary audition
workshops at each of the high schools to help prepare
students for the auditions and is also hopeful to secure

funding to provide transportation access to and from
the theater.
Education also figures prominently as part of the overall
mission of Walton Arts Center in Fayetteville according to
Laura Goodwin, vice president of learning and engagement.
“As a matter of fact, yellow buses featured prominently into
the initial campaigns that helped to excite people in the
area about the possibilities having an art center would bring
to the community,” says Goodwin.
Tracing its roots back to 1986 as a collaborative effort
between the Walton Family Foundation, the University of
Arkansas and the City of Fayetteville, Walton Arts Center
first opened its doors in 1992 and has since become a
mainstay for the cultural community in Northwest Arkansas.
“We now bring in approximately 30,000 students annually
in our field trip programs to experience theater, dance and
music productions,” says Goodwin.
Partnering as one of nine founding members of the Kennedy
Center of the Performing Arts “Arts in Education” program,
Walton Arts Center has long been committed to increasing
student access to the arts through in-depth professional
development and training for teachers.
Goodwin sees professional development for classroom
teachers as one of the pivotal ways in which Walton Arts
Center is having an impact on not only arts education in
Arkansas but across the entire core curriculum.
“The key to integrating arts into education lies in

“Art has the power to lift a lesson from a page and make it a full sensory experience,”
says Anna Kimmel of Arkansas Repertory Theatre. (Photo courtesy of The Rep.)

“I come from a family of teachers, so education
was always a core value for me,” says Anna
Kimmell of Little Rock.
“I grew up in a city where the arts were accessible and
celebrated, and I was lucky to have amazing arts teachers
throughout my life,” says Kimmell, a native of Atlanta who
received her Bachelor of Fine Arts in Musical Theater at Elon
University in North Carolina. “I recognize my privilege in
having life-changing artistic experiences as a young person. I
feel it’s my social responsibility to share those skills and joy
with the next generation.”
Joining the staff of Arkansas Repertory Theatre in 2016
as director of education for the state’s oldest nonprofit
professional theater, Kimmell is now helping The Rep build
and expand upon its educational programming in ways
that take the arts off the stage and into the classrooms of
communities across the state.
5

“Education has always been an integral part of The Rep’s
mission,” explains Kimmell. “We believe theater is
transformative, and everyone deserves the opportunity to
experience professional theater no matter their age, ability
or economic status.”
The Rep now serves more than 7,000 Arkansas students
each year through classes, camps, workshops, student
matinee program, community outreach, in-school
workshops, classroom residencies and scholarships.
“So many of the life skills I use on a daily basis at home,
at work and in the classroom can be attributed to my
artistic experiences,” says Kimmell. “Communication skills,
listening, the ability to connect meaningfully with others,
creativity, flexibility…the list goes on and on.”
“Art has the power to lift a lesson from a page and make it a
full sensory experience,” says Kimmell. “Whenever possible,

Student performers bring a scene from “Willy Wonka Jr.” based on the Roald Dahl children’s
classic to life for audiences at Arkansas Repertory Theatre. (Photo courtesy of The Rep.)
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exceptional
exceptional training,”
training,” says
says Goodwin.
Goodwin. “It
“It involves
involves more
more
teachers
teachers implementing
implementing new
new strategies
strategies and
and developing
developing lesson
lesson
plans
plans designed
designed to
to inspire
inspire in-depth
in-depth learning.”
learning.”
“By
“By providing
providing teachers
teachers with
with the
the opportunity
opportunity to
to work
work with
with
teaching
teaching artists,
artists, what
what we
we are
are hopefully
hopefully doing
doing isis building
building aa
cohort
cohort of
of educators
educators who
who can
can take
take what
what they
they learn
learn back
back into
into
their
their schools
schools to
to work
work with
with students
students and
and share
share with
with fellow
fellow
teachers
teachers and
and staff,”
staff,” explains
explains Goodwin.
Goodwin.
Arkansas
Arkansas History
History Through
Through the
the Arts,
Arts, aa Walton
Walton Arts
Arts Center
Center
initiative
initiative using
using visual
visual and
and artistic
artistic mediums
mediums to
to celebrate
celebrate and
and
educate
educate the
the traditions
traditions and
and culture
culture of
of the
the Natural
Natural State,
State, has
has
proven
proven particularly
particularly beneficial
beneficial to
to educators
educators statewide.
statewide.
“When
“When we
we began
began hearing
hearing from
from educators
educators that
that they
they
experienced
experienced aa challenge
challenge in
in teaching
teaching Arkansas
Arkansas history
history in
in aa
way
way that
that was
was interesting
interesting and
and engaging
engaging for
for students,
students, we
we
decided
decided to
to look
look at
at how
how we
we might
might use
use the
the arts
arts to
to assist
assist them
them
in
in doing
doing that,”
that,” says
says Goodwin.
Goodwin.

Partnering
Partnering with
with professional
professional youth
youth company
company Trike
Trike Theatre
Theatre in
in
Bentonville,
Bentonville, the
the two
two arts
arts organizations
organizations collaborated
collaborated to
to
create
create “Digging
“Digging Up
Up Arkansas,”
Arkansas,” aa 45-minute
45-minute play
play by
by Mike
Mike
Thomas
Thomas that
that explores
explores and
and highlights
highlights significant,
significant, defining
defining
moments
moments in
in the
the history
history of
of the
the Natural
Natural State.
State. The
The joint
joint
venture
venture was
was first
first presented
presented in
in 2010
2010 and
and has
has since
since toured
toured all
all
75
75 counties
counties and
and been
been seen
seen by
by more
more than
than 50,000
50,000 Arkansas
Arkansas
elementary
elementary students.
students.
The
The play’s
play’s success
success would
would later
later inspire
inspire aa second
second production,
production,
“Bear
“Bear State
State of
of Mind”
Mind” by
by playwright
playwright Ashley
Ashley Edwards
Edwards and
and
songwriter
songwriter Shannon
Shannon Wurst.
Wurst. Framed
Framed within
within the
the tale
tale of
of an
an
Arkansas
Arkansas black
black bear
bear and
and his
his journey
journey to
to reunite
reunite with
with his
his
family,
family, the
the play
play leads
leads the
the character
character through
through an
an exploration
exploration
of
of the
the various
various regions
regions of
of Arkansas
Arkansas and
and the
the unique
unique wildlife,
wildlife,
folklore
folklore and
and symbols
symbols native
native to
to the
the Natural
Natural State.
State.
“When
“When you
you use
use the
the arts
arts to
to connect
connect with
with students
students in
in aa
creative
creative and
and cohesive
cohesive way
way that
that sparks
sparks their
their imaginations,
imaginations,
they
they get
get itit quickly,”
quickly,” says
says Goodwin.
Goodwin. “You
“You can
can see
see itit in
in their
their
faces,
faces, and
and that’s
that’s when
when sustained
sustained learning
learning begins.”
begins.”

“The
“The key
key to
to integrating
integrating arts
arts into
into education
education lies
lies in
in exceptional
exceptional training.”
training.”
—
— Laura
Laura Goodwin
Goodwin

Walton
Walton Arts
Arts Center
Center in
in Fayetteville
Fayetteville brings
brings in
in approximately
approximately 30,000
30,000 students
students annually
annually as
as part
part of
of its
its
educational
educational outreach
outreach field
field trip
trip program.
program. (Photos
(Photos courtesy
courtesy of
of Walton
Walton Arts
Arts Center.)
Center.)

Laura
Laura Goodwin
Goodwin of
of Walton
Walton Arts
Arts Center
Center says
says using
using the
the arts
arts to
to spark
spark imagination
imagination helps
helps students
students
connect
connect quickly.
quickly. “You
“You can
can see
see itit in
in their
their faces,
faces, and
and that’s
that’s when
when sustained
sustained learning
learning begins.”
begins.”
(Photo
(Photo courtesy
courtesy of
of Walton
Walton Arts
Arts Center.)
Center.)
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Since 2007,
2007, the
the Thea
Thea Foundation
Foundation has
has provided
providedmore
morethan
than$1.5
$1.5million
millionto
tosupplement
supplement
Since
underfunded
arts
programming
in
Arkansas
schools.
(Photos
courtesy
of
theThea
TheaFoundation.)
Foundation.)
underfunded arts programming in Arkansas schools. (Photos courtesy of the

Thea Foundation
Foundation Gives
Gives Funding,
Funding, Resources
Resources
To Incorporate
Incorporate Arts
Arts Into
Into the
the Classroom
Classroom
Nick Leopoulos
Leopoulos describes
describes himself
himself as
as one
oneof
ofthose
those
Nick
“art for
for art’s
art’s sake”
sake” kind
kind of
of guys.
guys.
“art
No doubt
doubt that
that comes
comes in
in handy
handy in
in his
his role
roleas
asexecutive
executive
No
director of
of the
the Thea
Thea Foundation,
Foundation, aa North
North Little
LittleRock
Rock
director
nonprofit
organization
promoting
public
school
arts
nonprofit organization promoting public school arts
education
and
advocacy
named
in
memory
of
his
latesister,
sister,
education and advocacy named in memory of his late
talented student
student artist
artist who
who died
died in
in an
an automobile
automobileaccident
accident
aa talented
in 2001
2001 at
at the
the age
age of
of 17.
17.
in
“Art is
is the
the conduit
conduit of
of what
what itit means
means to
to be
behuman,”
human,”says
says
“Art
Leopoulos. “Art
“Art isis aa combination
combination of
of the
the greatest
greatestparts
partsof
ofthe
the
Leopoulos.
universal human
human experience.
experience. ItIt isis emotive,
emotive,and
anditithelps
helpsto
to
universal
express what
what words
words often
often can’t.
can’t. Art
Art doesn’t
doesn’tallow
allowus
usto
to
express
ignore each
each other,
other, but
but instead
instead itit helps
helps to
to bring
bringus
ustogether
togetheras
as
ignore
people with
with aa better
better sense
sense of
of understanding
understandingof
ofeach
eachother.”
other.”
people
“I would
would challenge
challenge anyone
anyone who
who feels
feels that
thatart
artisn’t
isn’tan
an
“I
intrinsic part
part of
of the
the human
human experience
experience to
to think
thinkof
ofany
anyone
one
intrinsic
product you
you associate
associate with,”
with,” says
says Leopoulos.
Leopoulos.“What
“Whatififyou
you
product
were to
to omit
omit any
any one
one aesthetic
aesthetic from
from that
that product
product—
—whether
whether
were
it’s the
the color
color or
or the
the texture,
texture, the
the logo
logo or
or aa font?
font?ItItdoesn’t
doesn’ttake
take
it’s
long to
to realize
realize how
how many
many creative
creative concepts
conceptsand
andchoices
choices
long
feed into
into how
how we
we relate
relate to
to and
and identify
identify with
witheven
eventhe
themost
most
feed
seemingly inconsequential
inconsequential things.”
things.”
seemingly

than$2.3
$2.3million
millionininscholarships
scholarshipstotoArkansas
Arkansasstudents
students
than
pursuing
higher
education
in
the
arts
and
based
ontalent
talent
pursuing higher education in the arts and based on
rather
than
test
scores.
The
foundation
currently
offers
36
rather than test scores. The foundation currently offers 36
annualscholarship
scholarshipopportunities
opportunitiesininsix
sixdifferent
differentcategories
categories
annual
—visual
visualart,
art,fashion
fashiondesign,
design,performing
performingarts,
arts,spoken
spokenword,
word,
—
creative
writing
and
film.
creative writing and film.
Promotingintegration
integrationofofthe
thearts
artsacross
acrossthe
thecore
corecurriculum,
curriculum,
Promoting
though,isisthe
thefundamental
fundamentalpremise
premiseofofhow
howthe
theThea
Thea
though,
Foundationapproaches
approachesits
itsunderlying
underlyingmission
missionofofadvocating
advocating
Foundation
forthe
theuse
useofofthe
thearts
artsininthe
thedevelopment
developmentofofyouth.
youth.
for
“Peoplewon’t
won’talways
alwaysremember
rememberwhat
whatthey
theysee
seeororhear,
hear,but
but
“People
they
will
remember
how
they
felt,”
says
Leopoulos.
“Art
they will remember how they felt,” says Leopoulos. “Art
makesyou
youfeel,
feel,and
andthat’s
that’swhat
whatmakes
makesititsuch
suchaavaluable
valuable
makes
teachingtool.”
tool.”
teaching
ArtsReconstruction
Reconstructionisisone
oneway
waythe
theThea
TheaFoundation
Foundationisis
Arts
positionsitself
itselfas
asan
anactive
activepartner
partnerwith
withArkansas
Arkansasclassroom
classroom
positions
teachersby
byproviding
providingprofessional
professionaldevelopment
development
teachers
opportunitiesduring
duringthe
thesummer
summerininconjunction
conjunctionwith
withlocal
local
opportunities
universities.Presented
Presentedatatno
nocost
costtotoparticipating
participatingeducators,
educators,
universities.
teachersnot
notonly
onlyspend
spendtime
timereceiving
receivingexpert
expertlevel
leveltraining
training
teachers
invarious
varioustechniques
techniquesbut
butare
arealso
alsoprovided
providedwith
withsupplies
supplies
in
andmaterials
materialstototake
takeback
backinto
intotheir
theirclassrooms
classroomstotobetter
better
and
equipthem
themininimplementing
implementingtheir
theirtraining.
training.
equip

Since its
its inception,
inception, the
the Thea
Thea Foundation
Foundation has
hasawarded
awardedmore
more
Since
99

1010

Wheresome
somenon-school-based
non-school-basedarts
artsorganizations
organizationsprovide
provide
Where
educationaloutreach
outreachprograms
programsor
orworkshops
workshopstotosupplement
supplement
educational
studentlearning
learningoutside
outsideofofor
orafter
afterschool,
school,Thea
TheaFoundation
Foundation
student
insteadhas
hasaasharper,
sharper,more
morestreamlined
streamlinedfocus
focusbent
benttowards
towards
instead
programsand
andefforts
effortsaimed
aimedatatengaging
engagingstudents
studentsininthe
the
programs
classroomduring
duringthe
theschool
schoolday.
day.
classroom
“Whenyou
youuse
usethe
thearts
artsfor
foraapurpose,
purpose,you
youalways
alwaysincrease
increase
“When
youropportunity
opportunitytotoreach
reachaastudent
studentininaaway
waythat
thatisis
your
relatable,”explains
explainsLeopoulos.
Leopoulos.“Using
“Usingthe
thearts
artstototeach
teach
relatable,”
allowsyou
youtotoengage
engageaastudent
studentininaagood
goodexperience…
experience…toto
allows
presentinformation
informationininaaway
waythat
thatisisrelevant
relevanttotothe
thestudent.”
student.”
present
“Let’ssay
sayyour
yourfocus
focusisison
onmath,”
math,”suggests
suggestsLeopoulos.
Leopoulos.
“Let’s
“Teacherscan
canuse
userhythm,
rhythm,music,
music,percussion
percussiontototeach
teach
“Teachers
countingand
andpatterns
patternsand
andformulas.”
formulas.”
counting
“Artcan
canalso
alsoprovide
provideaafoundation
foundationofofunderstanding
understandingtotoserve
serve
“Art
asaabridge
bridgebetween
betweencultures,”
cultures,”he
hesays.
says.“That’s
“That’swhy
whymany
many
as
socialstudies
studiesteachers
teachersare
arenow
nowincorporating
incorporatingmusic,
music,visual
visual
social
artand
andstorytelling
storytellinginto
intotheir
theirteaching
teachingtechniques
techniquestotohelp
help
art
educateand
andcelebrate
celebratethe
thegrowing
growingpopulation
populationofofdiverse
diverse
educate
culturesnow
nowrepresented
representedinintheir
theirclassrooms.”
classrooms.”
cultures
Thea’sArt
ArtCloset,
Closet,aagrants
grantsawards
awardsprogram
programdesigned
designedtoto
Thea’s
equipeducators
educatorswith
withfunding
fundingfor
fornecessary
necessarysupplies
suppliesand
and
equip
expensesspecifically
specificallyrelated
relatedtototeaching
teachingunits
unitsactively
actively
expenses
integratingarts
artseducation
educationinto
intoclassroom
classroomcurriculums,
curriculums,has
has
integrating
becomeone
oneofofthe
thesignature
signatureways
waysininwhich
whichthe
theThea
Thea
become
Foundationhas
hashad
hadits
itsmost
mostsignificant
significantstatewide
statewideimpact.
impact.
Foundation

Thea’sArt
ArtCloset,”
Closet,”says
saysLeopoulos.
Leopoulos.“There
“Thereare
areno
noguidelines
guidelines
Thea’s
orcriteria,
criteria,there
thereare
areno
norestrictions
restrictionsor
orlimitations
limitationswhen
whenitit
or
comestotowhat
whattype
typeofofartistic
artisticmedium
mediumisisbeing
beingutilized
utilizedand
and
comes
there’snot
noteven
evenaarequirement
requirementfor
forwhat
whatsubject
subjectisisbeing
being
there’s
taught.All
Allaateacher
teacherhas
hastotodo
dototoqualify
qualifyisisbe
beable
abletoto
taught.
demonstratehow
howan
anartistic
artisticcomponent
componentexists
existsand
andwhat
what
demonstrate
supplieshe
heor
orshe
sheneeds
needstotomake
makeitithappen.”
happen.”
supplies

“How can
can Arkansans
Arkansans work
work together
together to
to expose
expose
“How
students to
to the
the arts
arts with
with the
the goal
goal of
of improving
improving
students
performance in
in all
all subject
subject areas?”
areas?”
performance

Arkansaspublic
publicschool
schoolteachers
teachersare
areeligible
eligibletotoapply
applyand
and
Arkansas
receiveup
uptotofour
fourindividual
individualclassroom
classroomgrants
grantsper
peracademic
academic
receive
year,two
twoper
persemester.
semester.There
Thereisisalso
alsono
nolimitation
limitationon
onthe
the
year,
numberofofThea’s
Thea’sArt
ArtCloset
Closetgrants
grantsawarded
awardedwithin
withinone
one
number
schooldistrict,
district,and
andmultiple
multipleteachers
teacherscan
canapply
applyand
and
school
potentiallyreceive
receivefunding
fundingtotoimplement
implementteam
teamlesson
lessonplans.
plans.
potentially
Lastschool
schoolyear
yearalone,
alone,Thea’s
Thea’sArt
ArtCloset
Closetprovided
providedfunding
funding
Last
for145
145classroom
classroomeducation
educationunits
unitsinin88
88public
publicschools.
schools.
for
Since2007,
2007,the
theThea
TheaFoundation
Foundationhas
hasprovided
providedmore
morethan
than
Since
$1.5million
millionininart
artsupplies
suppliestotosupplement
supplementunderfunded
underfundedarts
arts
$1.5
programmingininschools
schoolsthroughout
throughoutArkansas.
Arkansas.
programming
AsLeopoulos
Leopoulossees
seesit,it,however,
however,that’s
that’sstill
stillnot
notenough.
enough.
As
“Moreneeds
needstotobe
bedone,”
done,”says
saysLeopoulos.
Leopoulos.“More
“Moremoney
money
“More
needstotobe
bespent,
spent,and
andmore
moretime
timeneeds
needstotobe
bespent.
spent.It’s
It’s
needs
importantthat
thatwe
wecontinue
continuecreating
creatingmore
moreopportunities,
opportunities,
important
moreplatforms
platformsfor
forarts
artseducators
educatorsand
andstudents
studentstotobecome
become
more
empoweredtotoenvision
envisionaafuture
futureininwhich
whichtheir
theircreative
creative
empowered
expressioncan
canbecome
becomenot
notonly
onlytheir
theirpassions,
passions,but
buteven
even
expression
theirlivelihoods.”
livelihoods.”
their

Firststep
steptoward
towardthe
thegoal
goalofofimproving
improvingstudent
studentperformance
performancethrough
throughthe
thearts
artsisisfor
forour
ourstate
state
First
policymakers,
makers,community
communityleaders
leadersand
andschool
schooladministrators
administratorsrecognizing
recognizingthe
thevalue
valueofof
policy
arts-integratedlearning
learningand
andthe
themeasurable
measurableimpact
impactthat
thatinitial
initialexposure
exposurecan
canhave
havenot
notonly
onlyon
on
arts-integrated
thestudent
studentbut
butalso
alsoon
onthe
thecommunity-at-large.
community-at-large.
the
Accordingtotoaarecent
recentreport
reporton
oncreativity-related
creativity-relatedoccupations
occupationsininArkansas
Arkansasby
byArkansans
Arkansansfor
forthe
the
According
Artsinincollaboration
collaborationwith
withthe
theArkansas
ArkansasEconomic
EconomicInstitute,
Institute,there
thereare
areover
over77,000
77,000people
peoplewithin
within
Arts
thestate
statethat
thatwork
workinincreative
creativeindustries.
industries.These
Thesejobs
jobsare
arediverse,
diverse,encompassing
encompassingoccupations
occupations
the
ranging,for
forexample,
example,from
fromeducation
educationand
andengineering
engineeringtotoculinary
culinaryarts.
arts.
ranging,
RachelM.
M.Miller,
Miller,PhD
PhD
Rachel
ExecutiveDirector
Director
Executive
Arts&&Science
ScienceCenter
Centerfor
for
Arts
SoutheastArkansas
Arkansas
Southeast
PineBluff
Bluff
Pine

However,the
thesentiment
sentimentthat
thatthe
thearts
artsare
arefor
forextracurricular
extracurricularactivities
activitiesor
oreven
evenperceived
perceivedas
asaa
However,
wasteofofschool
schoolresources
resourcesstill
stillprevails.
prevails.The
Themisconception
misconceptionthat
thatthe
thearts
artsdon’t
don’tlead
leadtotoreal
realjobs
jobs
waste
deniesthe
thestudent
studentthe
theopportunity
opportunitytotoexperience
experiencethe
thediversity
diversityand
andflexibility
flexibilityofofthe
thearts
artsas
asan
an
denies
ideaplatform
platformfor
forhands-on
hands-onengagement
engagementininany
anysubject.
subject.
idea
Creatingthoughtful
thoughtfuland
andinnovative
innovativepartnerships
partnershipswith
withschools,
schools,local
localarts
artsorganization
organizationand
and
Creating
communityleaders
leaderscan
canprovide
provideaccess
accesstotoenriching
enrichingarts-based
arts-basedopportunities
opportunitiesfor
foraachild
childinto
into
community
adulthood.Utilizing
Utilizingthe
thearts
artsas
asaaviable
viabletool
toolfor
forstudent
studentengagement
engagementallows
allowsfor
fordevelopment
developmentofof
adulthood.
technicaland
andpractical
practicalskills
skillsconsidered
consideredinstrumental
instrumentalininacademic
academicand
andcareer
careersuccess.
success.
technical

“Anyclassroom
classroomteacher
teacherininany
anypublic
publicschool
schoolininany
anyschool
school
“Any
districtininArkansas
Arkansasisiseligible
eligibletotoapply
applyfor
forfunding
fundingfrom
from
district
Asaaprincipal
principalininNorth
NorthLittle
LittleRock,
Rock,I Ihad
hadpockets
pocketsofofteaching
teachingexcellence,
excellence,but
butititwas
wasnot
not
As
pervasiveininthe
theschool
schoolculture.
culture.That
Thatisiswhen
whenPaul
PaulLeopoulos
Leopouloswith
withthe
theThea
TheaFoundation
Foundation
pervasive
introducedthe
theArkansas
ArkansasA+
A+Schools
Schoolsmodel
modeltotoour
ourdistrict.
district.The
Theframework
frameworkincludes
includesArts
Arts
introduced
Integration,Curriculum,
Curriculum,Experiential
ExperientialLearning,
Learning,Multiple
MultipleLearning
LearningPathways,
Pathways,Climate,
Climate,
Integration,
Infrastructure,Enriched
EnrichedAssessment
Assessmentand
andCollaboration.
Collaboration.Our
Ourschool
schoolembraced
embracedthis
thismodel
modelwhich
which
Infrastructure,
engagedteachers
teachersininworking
workingtogether
togethertotodiscover
discoverways
waysthat
thatthe
thearts
artscould
couldbe
beintegrated
integratedinto
intoall
all
engaged
areasofofthe
thecurriculum.
curriculum.ItItalso
alsointroduced
introducedhow
howlearning
learningcan
canbe
beassessed
assessedininmultiple
multipleways,
ways,not
not
areas
justpaper
paperand
andpencil
penciltests.
tests.Teachers
Teachersgot
gotexcited
excitedabout
aboutteaching
teachingagain,
again,and
andparents
parentsnoticed
noticedand
and
just
wantedtotobe
beaapart
partofofthe
theexcitement.
excitement.
wanted

Musiccan
canhelp
helpstudents
studentslearn
learnabout
aboutdiverse
diversecultures
culturesfound
foundininArkansas
Arkansasclassrooms.
classrooms.
Music
(Photocourtesy
courtesyof
ofthe
theThea
TheaFoundation.)
Foundation.)
(Photo

MelanieLandrum
Landrum
Melanie
ExecutiveDirector
Director
Executive
ArkansasA+
A+Schools
Schools
Arkansas
NorthLittle
LittleRock
Rock
North

“Artmakes
makesyou
youfeel,
feel,and
andthat’s
that’swhat
whatmakes
makesititsuch
suchaavaluable
valuableteaching
teachingtool.”
tool.”
“Art
—Nick
NickLeopoulos
Leopoulos
—
11
11

Asthe
theExecutive
ExecutiveDirector
Directorofofthe
theUniversity
UniversityofofArkansas
ArkansasA+
A+Schools
Schoolswhich
whichnow
nowhas
hasaagrowing
growing
As
networkofofover
over25
25schools
schoolsacross
acrossthe
thestate,
state,I Ihave
haveseen
seenthis
thissame
samepattern
patternrepeated
repeatedover
overthe
thepast
past
network
fiveyears.
years.The
Thefirst
firstthing
thingthat
thathappens
happensisisattendance
attendanceincreases
increasesand
anddiscipline
disciplinereferrals
referralsdecrease.
decrease.
five
Nextacademic
academicachievement
achievementimproves
improveseven
evenon
onstate
statetests.
tests.When
Whenstudents
studentsare
areengaged
engagedininthe
the
Next
waythat
thatthey
theylearn
learnbest
bestand
andthe
thearts
artsintegrated,
integrated,there
thereisisno
nolimit
limittotowhat
whatthey
theycan
canachieve.
achieve.
way
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Arkansas Learning Through the Arts
Inspires, Invigorates, Excites Students

deep
deep understanding
understanding to
to master.
master. What
What we
we are
are doing
doing is
is adding
adding
the
the creative
creative process
process to
to STEM.”
STEM.” The
The most
most popular
popular offering
offering is
is
poetry,
poetry, according
according to
to Smither,
Smither, who
who now
now serves
serves as
as chair
chair of
of
the
the ALTTA
ALTTA Board
Board of
of Directors.
Directors.
“Many
“Many teachers
teachers find
find poetry
poetry difficult
difficult to
to teach.
teach. When
When poets
poets
can
can go
go into
into the
the classroom,
classroom, they
they make
make poetry
poetry fun.
fun. The
The poets
poets
ask
ask students
students to
to write
write poems
poems and
and allow
allow them
them to
to express
express
themselves
themselves and
and share
share feelings
feelings in
in aa way
way that
that is
is not
not often
often seen
seen
in
in the
the classroom.
classroom. That
That makes
makes students
students better
better acquainted
acquainted
and
and creates
creates aa more
more cohesive
cohesive learning
learning environment.”
environment.”
“My
“My students
students are
are much
much more
more interested
interested in
in poetry
poetry and
and

modern/contemporary
modern/contemporary dance
dance and
and jazz.
jazz. “My
“My experience
experience
with
with ALTTA
ALTTA workshops
workshops has
has taught
taught me
me that
that no
no matter
matter the
the
many
many differences
differences between
between students
students in
in any
any given
given classroom
classroom
—
— like
like background,
background, reading
reading level,
level, emotional
emotional state,
state,
maturity,
maturity, test
test scores,
scores, physical
physical traits
traits or
or personality
personality traits
traits —
—
bringing
bringing art
art into
into their
their learning
learning process
process ignites
ignites their
their
excitement
excitement and
and interest
interest to
to explore
explore the
the stories
stories and
and workshop
workshop
topics
topics in
in new
new and
and deeper
deeper ways,”
ways,” she
she says.
says.
“I
“I believe
believe these
these workshops
workshops are
are helpful
helpful to
to students
students because
because
they
they provide
provide aa memorable
memorable way
way to
to connect
connect what
what they
they are
are
learning
learning in
in the
the classroom
classroom with
with the
the joy
joy and
and creative
creative
expression
expression that
that inherently
inherently comes
comes with
with art,”
art,” Marleneanu
Marleneanu

“No matter the many differences between my students in any given
classroom, bringing art into their learning process ignites their excitement…”
— Kathleen Marleneanu

Mountain Pine Elementary students create paintings as a part of the Arkansas Learning Through
the Arts Program curriculum integrating arts into the classroom learning experience.
(Photo courtesy of ALTTA.)
When Martha Smither moved to Hot Springs
Village 20 years ago, she brought experience
from a Young Audiences Arts for Learning
affiliate in Dallas. Her passion for integrating arts
into classroom curriculum eventually led Smither
to found an affiliate in our state, Arkansas
Learning Through the Arts.
“Our
“Our mission
mission is
is not
not just
just to
to put
put arts
arts in
in the
the classroom
classroom but
but also
also
to
to improve
improve student
student achievement.
achievement. We
We provide
provide high
high quality
quality
dance,
dance, music,
music, theater,
theater, poetry,
poetry, storytelling,
storytelling, watercolor,
watercolor, crafts
crafts
and
and pottery
pottery workshops
workshops in
in regular
regular and
and specialty
specialty classrooms
classrooms
for
for schools
schools in
in six
six counties
counties today,”
today,” Smither
Smither says.
says. “Our
“Our
intention
intention is
is to
to be
be in
in half
half the
the schools
schools in
in Arkansas
Arkansas in
in the
the next
next
10
10 years.
years. We
We want
want to
to concentrate
concentrate on
on rural
rural and
and underserved
underserved
areas
areas where
where students
students don’t
don’t have
have aa lot
lot of
of other
other opportunities
opportunities
for
for arts
arts enrichment.”
enrichment.”
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Craig
Craig Welle,
Welle, ALTTA
ALTTA Executive
Executive Director,
Director, was
was the
the Executive
Executive
Director
Director of
of Enrichment
Enrichment Curriculum
Curriculum and
and Instruction
Instruction for
for the
the
Dallas
Dallas Independent
Independent School
School District
District when
when he
he met
met Smither.
Smither.
After
After he
he moved
moved to
to Arkansas,
Arkansas, Welle
Welle helped
helped create
create aa program
program

of
of arts
arts education
education that
that is
is solidly
solidly based
based on
on the
the needs
needs of
of
Arkansas
Arkansas classroom
classroom teachers
teachers and
and students.
students.
“Our
“Our workshop
workshop curriculums
curriculums taught
taught by
by teaching
teaching artists
artists
connect
connect directly
directly to
to the
the Arkansas
Arkansas Department
Department of
of Education
Education
Literacy
Literacy Framework,
Framework, with
with ties
ties to
to the
the Social
Social Studies,
Studies, Math,
Math,
Sciences,
Sciences, Art,
Art, Music,
Music, Theater
Theater Arts
Arts and
and Dance
Dance Frameworks,”
Frameworks,”
he
he says.
says.
The
The first
first workshops
workshops were
were scheduled
scheduled in
in the
the 2012-2013
2012-2013
school
school year,
year, and
and the
the number
number of
of students
students participating
participating has
has
increased
increased 20-40%
20-40% annually.
annually. Last
Last year
year ALTTA
ALTTA reached
reached 9,225
9,225
students
students in
in 21
21 elementary
elementary and
and secondary
secondary schools.
schools. Welle
Welle
visits
visits most
most all
all the
the ALTTA
ALTTA workshops,
workshops, taking
taking photos
photos and
and
making
making sure
sure the
the teaching
teaching artists
artists have
have everything
everything they
they need.
need.
During
During the
the early
early part
part of
of the
the schoolyear,
schoolyear, he
he helps
helps teachers
teachers
choose
choose from
from the
the arts
arts offerings,
offerings, schedule
schedule their
their workshops
workshops
and
and gathers
gathers feedback
feedback from
from teachers.
teachers.
“The
“The ‘a’
‘a’ in
in the
the STEAM
STEAM movement
movement is
is what
what we
we are
are all
all about,
about,
with
with arts
arts added
added to
to science,
science, technology,
technology, engineering
engineering and
and
math,”
math,” Welle
Welle says.
says. “In
“In science
science there
there is
is aa scientific
scientific method
and
and in
in the
the arts
arts there
there is
is aa creative
creative process.
process. They
They are
are actually
actually
very
very similar.
similar. Science
Science can
can be
be creative,
creative, and
and the
the arts
arts require
require

different
different ways
ways poetry
poetry is
is used,
used, for
for example
example in
in music.
music. Also,
Also,
there
there is
is aa bigger
bigger interest
interest in
in checking
checking out
out and
and reading
reading poetry
poetry
from
from the
the class
class library,”
library,” says
says one
one teacher
teacher from
from Garland
Garland
County
County reviewing
reviewing aa recent
recent poetry
poetry workshop.
workshop.

continues.
continues. “Teachers
“Teachers appreciate
appreciate this, too, and are able to
use
use what
what we
we work
work on
on during
during the
the workshops
workshops to
to broaden
broaden and
and
extend
extend their
their classroom
classroom discussions
discussions on
on the
the subject
subject even
even after
after
the
the artist
artist has
has left.”
left.”

A
A Phillips
Phillips County
County educator
educator says,
says, “This
“This was
was an
an awesome
awesome
experience
experience for
for the
the kids.
kids. They
They anxiously
anxiously awaited
awaited our
our guest
guest to
to
come
come back
back each
each day.
day. They
They showed
showed excitement
excitement and
and
enthusiasm
enthusiasm each
each day.
day. II look
look forward
forward to
to being
being able
able to
to do
do this
this
yearly
yearly and
and build
build upon
upon what
what has
has been
been started.”
started.”

Smither
Smither outlines
outlines three
three ways
ways ALTTA
ALTTA brings
brings value
value to
to the
the
classrooms:
classrooms:

Dance
Dance workshops
workshops also
also are
are popular,
popular, especially
especially among
among
young
young students.
students. “One
“One of
of the
the things
things schools
schools try
try to
to do
do is
is to
to get
get
kids
kids more
more actively
actively engaged.
engaged. Dance
Dance gets
gets students
students out
out of
of their
their
desks
desks and
and moving,”
moving,” Welle
Welle says.
says. “Teachers
“Teachers tell
tell us
us that
that the
the
students
students are
are so
so engaged
engaged that
that behavior
behavior and
and class
class control
control is
is
not
not an
an issue.
issue. The
The teaching
teaching artists
artists tie
tie the
the dances
dances directly
directly to
to
what
what the
the students
students are
are reading
reading in
in class
class and
and to
to their
their literacy
literacy
curriculum.”
curriculum.”
Kathleen
Kathleen Marleneanu,
Marleneanu, one
one of
of the
the ALTTA
ALTTA teaching
teaching artists,
artists,
regularly
regularly goes
goes into
into the
the classroom
classroom to
to teach
teach ballet,
ballet,

1.
1. We
We change
change students’
students’ mindset
mindset for
for learning
learning —
— they
they
become
become more
more interested.
interested.
2.
2. We
We provide
provide schools
schools arts
arts opportunities
opportunities that
that are
are
difficult
difficult to
to find
find in
in many
many communities
communities
3.
3. We
We give
give hands-on
hands-on examples
examples for
for classroom
classroom teachers
teachers in
in
ways
ways to
to teach.
teach.
Schools
Schools pay
pay $80
$80 for
for each
each ALTTA
ALTTA session,
session, plus
plus travel
travel
expenses
expenses for
for artists.
artists. Mini-grants
Mini-grants from
from the
the Arkansas
Arkansas Arts
Arts
Council
Council are
are available
available to
to cover
cover aa portion
portion of
of the
the cost.
cost. But
But to
to
operate
operate Arkansas
Arkansas Learning
Learning Through
Through the
the Arts,
Arts, obtaining
obtaining
grants
grants and
and raising
raising funds
funds are
are essential.
essential. Those
Those interested
interested in
in
supporting
supporting this
this creative
creative and
and results-oriented
results-oriented program
program may
may
visit
visit ALTTA.org.
ALTTA.org.

Poet Kai Coggin
speaks in an assembly
at Fountain Lake
Middle School sharing
her experiences as a
professional artist and
author as a part of
her ALTTA residency
at the school where
one of the focuses is
career exploration.
(Photo courtesy of
ALTTA.)
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Arts Advocate Insalaco Is Man of Many Passions
Vincent Insalaco of North Little Rock is a man of
many passions.
As a businessman, he founded Family Entertainment, a retail
chain that grew to 45 stores in three states and became the
largest video company in Arkansas.

“The concept of Arkansas Community Foundation is
remarkable,” says Insalaco. “It allows people who may
not be able to give huge sums of money to charity to set
up funds to help those causes most important to them.”
For Insalaco, giving is of fundamental importance to who
he is.

As a filmmaker, he produced such critically acclaimed,
award winning feature films and documentaries as “War Eagle, “None of us lives this life without help,” says Insalaco.
“All of us have had help along the way, and at some
Arkansas,” “Warrior Champions” and “Back in the Hood.”
point, nearly all of us have the opportunity to give back.”
But it was his devotion to the performing arts that led him in
“I could not live my life not doing it,” he says.
2010 to co-found Argenta Community Theater in North Little
Rock with Judy Tenenbaum.

Involved in the arts since a child in his native New York City,
Insalaco moved to Arkansas at the age of 16 and studied
politics, history and theater at the University of Arkansas at
Little Rock. Married 32 years to his late wife, Sally Riggs
Insalaco, he is the father of two and grandfather of five.
Insalaco recalls first becoming aware of Arkansas Community
Foundation shortly after losing one of his best friends whose
family established a memorial fund at the Community
Foundation. Years later, Insalaco and his wife would
establish an endowment to provide arts scholarships.

Vincent Insalaco
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“The arts are as important as a baseball or football field to a
child’s development,” asserts Insalaco, the 2018 recipient of
the Carol Channing Award for his work in performing arts
education in Arkansas.

